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1  topography model

The purpose of this project was to get familiar 
with using the shop. Completed in partners, a site 
topography model was constructed
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precedent house  2

The purpose of the second project was gain 
understanding into the parti, as well as the 
intentions and underlying messages that inform a 
building’s design, through studying of a famous 
piece of residential architecture.
(Final boards, next page)

Precedent: Kings Road House
Architect: Rudolph Schindler

HIERARCHY OF TRANSITIONS TO THE 
OUTDOORS

SCHINDLERS + CHASES’
CIRCULATION
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3a  site analysis

To gain a better understanding of a particular site to 
be used further in both Studio 01 and Graphics 01 
projects, a certain quality of the site was explored 
and researched.
Completed in partners, the spatial structure of the 
space was studied, taking into consideration the 
types of passers through at various points of time 
(day and year) and the possible destinations of this 
traffic. The unconventional uses of the space were 
also considered in the research.
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CONCEPTUAL MODE OF SPATIAL STRUCTURE
White represents conventional use of the space 
while black represents the more deviant uses.
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DESIGN EVOLUTION

The platform started out as a pinwheel set on the 
site. As design developed, the platform became 
more integrated with the landscape, taking into 
consideration slope and existing trees.

3b  experiential platform

The intent of this project was to provide people 
passing through the site with an otherwise 
unexpected expereince, Textures, light, visibility, 
and transition were exploredto create this 
ephemeral node.
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PRECEDENT: KINGS ROAD HOUSE - R. SCHLINDER
EXPLORED ELEMENTS: TRANSITION & PINWHEEL

EXPERIENTIAL PLATFORM
TRANSITION THROUGH EXPOSURE & ENCLOSURE
EVDA 580 - PROJECT 3 - FALL 2016
M. CHRISTENSON

The green space east of Calgary’s Shaganappi Golf course is a minimally-developed 
plot of land that gets used as almost purely as a transition zone. A platform, such as 
the proposed, gives passersthrough an enhanced experience of the space.
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SITE PLAN & CONTEXT

C
row

child Trail

Bow River

Sovereign 
Crescent SWSITE

PLAN

Wood Planks

MATERIALITY
Materials were chosen based on their texture 

and weathering attributes.

Corten Screen

Stairs to Trail

Corten Boardwalk

Wood Posts
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[S]ECTION

The west corten screen, along with the posts on the lower side of the platfrom, areembedded in 
the hillside.

[E]LEVATION
The platform juts out 2.5 m above the existing path, providing unexpected vertical separation.

In a similar fashion, the experiential platform, along with its approaches, beckons one through a series of 
subtle but intentionally different spaces. The path diverges, and soon after, a vertical divide emerges 
from the ground. Visibility is teased as one moves through the built space.

TRANSITION

Kings Road House facilitates progression from the indoors 
to the outdoors through sequentially removing elements of the built environment.

[J]UNCTION
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4  house

The final project for studio 01 was to design a 
house. Initially the house was intended to address a 
scarcity, of which this house was going to explore a 
lack intergenerational connection. The design then 
evolved from providing a space for generations to 
connect to a home that provides space for tenants 
to move and defy the elements that prevent us from 
moving around such as age or cold weather.

DESIGN EVOLUTION
PLANS + MODELS + PARTI
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CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT

KITCHEN + COMMUNITY SPACE
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MOMENTS OF INTERACTION IN TEXTURES
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SITE PLAN & CONTEXT
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MAIN FLOOR PLAN

B

A

SECTION A

SECTION B
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SITE MODEL 
The paths were intended 
to create a series of routes 
that residents and the 
general public could take 
around the site.
Some of these paths rise 
above ground while others 
cut into the terrain.
(Final boards, facing page)

FINAL MASSING 1:100
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Mark Johnson - Civitas
November 2, 2016 

A prominent landscape architect and cofounder of the design firm Civitas based out of Denver, 
Colorado, Mark Johnson spoke about the making of space. The designer of the newly completed 
St. Patricks Park in downtown Calgary, Johnson projected a high level of social responsibility as he 
discussed some of his other projects, such as one to re-urbanize a derelict central park in LA and a 
neighbourhood redevelopment plan for a low-income area in the Bronx. As well, Civitas is working with 
local designers and city planners in Kabo, Afghanistan to help develop a stable middle class economy 
through design. 

His study of what is important to millennials and what makes a space successful and popular was 
quite interesting. In general, I thought passion to understand people was inspiring. Johnson raised 
the question of how to create an ecological structure to design a city, stating that a building is just the 
tip of the infrastructure and transportation iceberg. As a landscape architect, Johnson naturally has a 
broader city focus than an architect typically might, but I think his drive to acquire comprehensive focus 
speaks to the call of a designer. I believe architects carry the same responsibility to care for people and 
understand all the factors that play on daily life. 

For me personally, I have always been most interested in the sociological aspects and impacts of 
architecture. Johnson spoke about the need for designers to be aware of their boundaries and to realize 
that they do not have all the answers, but rather, just being willing to help solve a problem. And often a 
solution found right in the community that seems quite simple, will come with great benefits. 
While Johnson did not mention this specifically, the terminology for such process can be termed asset 
based community development. Instead of playing a paternal role and coming into a dismal situation 
with all the answers, designers (in this specific instance) with their skillsets, can come alongside the 
locals to find solutions to the problems within the situation. I was particularly impressed when he 
mentioned the hundreds of personal interviews and informal conversations he had with locals in LA as 
well as the Bronx, to get an understanding of what the locals thought. Such a process is not efficient 
and can often be put to the wayside for the sake of time and budget; however, I believe it is essential to 
the sustainability of any such project.  

It is astounding that what we design can shape peoples lives and affect their futures. What an awesome 
responsibility we have. I believe the wisdom, sensitivity and empathy we must cultivate as architects 
is critical as we move forward as a global society in a unprecedented era of connectedness due to 
technology, the momentum of migration to urban areas, economic fluctuation and political change.

design matters reflection


